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ANALYSIS OF SERMON I. 



Preaching peace by Jesus Christ. 
The parties involved are two; Grod and man. 
Peace is the inference of past dissension; what then 
are the mutual disposition of the above parties? 

I. Man*s disposition to God is one of enmity, 
resulting from guilt and inflicted wrong. 

Scriptural proof. 

II. The Divine disposition is one of resentment 
agdinst the sin of man, with a determination to exact 
satisfaction. The sin of man was an insult to God, to 
which he could not be indifferent, for 

(i.) His Holiness was violated. 

(2.) His Sovereignty was outraged. 

(3.) His Wisdom was disparaged. 

(4.) His Goodness was impugned. 

(5.) His Justice and Truth were compromised. 
The attitudes of the parties appear antagonistic. 
But Jesus Christ enters into suitable relations to both, 
and a reconciliation is effected. 

I. The sins of man are imputed to him. By this 
provision the cause of the sinner's enmity to God is 
removed. 

II. Imputed sin is punished in His sufferings and 
death, and consequently annihilated. This meets the 
requirements of Divine Justice. 

Thus, by His special relations to both parties, the 
Lord Jesus Christ becomes The Medium of peace 
between God and man. 

Local allusion to the Church and its attendants 
in conclusion. 
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SERMON r. 



'^ Preaching peac^ by Jesus CKrigt.-i- — Acts x, 36. 



' This shall be my first utterance in this 
i^ew^bbrn Sanctuary, preaching peace hy 
J'esus Christ I would recognise this 
hJessed office as, the legitimate scope of my 
ministrations at Gerrard's Cross ; in : thi^ 
i^j^irit I would go in and out amqng those 
for wliose salvation I am jdedged to labour ; 
abd I pray that when iny present newly-f 
formed ties shall be dissolved, I may liavo 
the happy consciousness of having * been^ 
through Divine grace, not wholly- unsuc-i^ 
cessful in the prosecution of this ennobling: 
and important mission. 
' My Christian friends, can' any ^sentiment 
better inaugurate my ministry among: you ?. 
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Glorjf to God in the highest; on earth 
peace, good will towards men. This was 
the anthem the angelic hosts sang eighteen 
centuries ago, when Christ was bom in 
Bethlehem. Its happy echoes linger yet, 
imperishable in time and in eternity. I do 
well to repeat its purport in your ears this 
day. May the Spirit of God give me iitter- 
ance to declare boldly and fully the mystery 
of the Gospel, hidden from the beginning 
of the world, but now made manifest in the 
cross of Jesus Christ. 

lu discussing the text I have chosen for 
this OUT first Sabbath service, it is btadly 
necessary fer me to call your attention ti^ 
the parties involved. They are primarily 
two: God atid man; the Creator, tb^ 
creature ; the sinner, the judge. This is 
familiar to you all. But oh, might I not 
infuse some emphasis into the thought^ 
could I convince yoii that you ybul^elveiS 
have intimate relationships with both, aid 
ihey are abridged in the persons of the firstt 
and second Adams ] The first is your federal 
representative and natural head. His trans^; 
gressions, his liabilities, his dispositions are 
yours ; nor can you dissever your intimate' 
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idationship for weal or woe, with the second, 
who must inevitably become your Saviour 
or your judge. With both parties each 
one among you has a most personal and 
indissoluble connection. Give life to my 
statements by constantly identifying them 
with yourselves. 

Now in order to render my subject as 
simply and appreciable as possible, I would 
invite you to consider — 

The mutual dispositions of the parties 
to whom I have alluded. 

May we suppose that they have ever 
blended in harmonious and iminterrupted 
love \ Or does a more melancholy inference 
lie on the very surface of the Apostle's 
expression ? Alas ! the idea of peace 
suggests a painful prelude. Peace is the 
inference of pttst disruption; mediation 
implies previous dissension; reconciliation, 
the temporary suspension of pre-existent 
kind relations. Hence Peace will be found 
to consist in the obliteration of past 
grievances and the subsequent revival of 
original concord. 

Let us briefly review the antecedent 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



relations of the two parties, and thence 
deduce their mutual dispositions* 

I. I shall first turn your attention to 
man, and invite you to consider his natural 
disposition towards God. 

Man's natural disposition towards God 
is one of enmity : enmity the result of 
conscious guilt and perpetrated wrong. 

When man was first created, he was in 
moral harmony with his Divine Original i^ 
there was reciprocal love between heaven 
and earth ; and the unsoiled human heart 
vibrating to every impulse of the will of 
God, refiected as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord. 

But man sinned. He broke the solitary 
and easy commandment, the test of his 
obedience, the pledge of his fealty tof 
heaven. Then came a ruinous and melan* 
choly change. Sin disturbed the sweefe 
moral equilibrium that h^d previously 
existed between God and man, land distorted 
the kindly relations of heavenly, father and 
accepted worshipper. Sin, as you are aware^ 
is a flagrant wrong against God; and it is 
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a lamentable fact, in the morbid action of 
our revolted passions, that a feeling of 
hatred speedily embitters the consciousness 
of inflicted wrong. We soon begin to hate 
those whom we have injured. If we love 
those we have benefited, if the fact bf having 
done them good is of itself a passport to 
5Ur affections, so conversely, we are easily 
estranged from those we have v^roriged, 
and a knowledge of our injury is the brief 
prelude to an illogical and envenomed 
hate. • 

Would any one dissent from what I 
advance? Would any one here preseiit 
seek to refine away and qualify niy assertion 
as too explicit ? 

Then hear the voice of the Living God! 
Hear the language of inspiration, which 
contains a faultless appreciation of human 
motives, and a rigid : analysis of human 
feelings. 

What saith the Scripture? The carnal 
mind is enmity against God, for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can he. ' Know ye not that the friend- 
ship of the world is enmity with God? 
Whosoever therefore will be the friend of 
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the world is the enemy of God. The 
tvorld hateth me^ saith our Satiour, be* 
cause I testify of it, that the works thereof 
are evil. He that hateth me. He says 
again, implying the prevalence of this 
passion, hateth my Father also ; ' and He 
plaintively adds, They hated me without 
a cause. The natural language of our 
hearts to God, is Depart from us for we 
desire not the knowledge of Thy ways; whl^h; 
you who most truly love Him, will i^eadily 
admit, rememhering that you were some time 
alienated and enemies in your minds by 
wicked works. 

I cannot now enter into the analysis of 
Adam's sin, nor detail the elements of 
^ohg contained therein. Time forbids me 
to transfer my reasonings pointedly t6 
ourselves, and demonstrate their tenth in 
our individual cases; my time is limited^ 
my subject is vast ; I must condense and 
hot amplify, while I endeavour in one short 
discourse to give you a summary of the 
gospeL I can therefore only allude to this 
point in its general connection, in order 
to give my subject its necessary proportions 
as an argumentative whole; but I deduce 
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a cbaclu$ioii, which I pray ydu remember^ 
both, on account of its vital importance^ 
and in its connection with what follows : — 

Man is a sinner. Man has wronged his 
Creator, and his subsequent disposition is 
one of enmity to God; enmity arising from 
a consciousness of guilt and of inflicted 
injury; 

IL I pass on, in the ne^nt place, to con- 
sider the disposition of the second party, 
namely, God. This is the statement I 
would commend to your reflection. 

The disposition of the Divine Mind is 
one of holy resentment against the sin of 
man, with a determination to exact satis^- 
faction. 

The siii of matt was an insult to the Divine 
character, and evinced the most iniquitous 
contempt of His brightest attributes. 

Man waa created as Nature's priest, 
the vocal interpreter of the unintelligent 
praise that lurked throughout her frame. 
He was the best expositor of God's glory 
on the new-made earth, and so long as he 
kept his first estate he was an object of 
pleasure to his benevolent Creator; but 
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i^rhefi mail filmed, and falsified the object 
cff his creation, when hie degenerated into a 
type of selfishness, rebellion, and ingratitude,* 
^became an object of indignant displeasure 
p^ |iis: righteous Sovereign. - ^ . .. •>! 
' The Lor4 is in His holy temple. The^ 
%iOrd^s "seat is in heaven; His eyes hehoidr^ 
His eyelids ^y, the children of men^ JHe 
pondereth their goings^ and He will recom- 
pense them the fruit of their own ways.^ 

Could God treat . man's sin with callous 
indifference ? God is a righteous judge. 
God is aifyry with the wicked^ and God is 
provoked every day. His moral supremacy 
precludes moral indifference, for the God 
of the Bible is not the unobservant God of 
Epicurus. • 

' Let me cursorily hint at s6me* of Jhe 
primary reasons which would make the sit^ 
of man an abomination to the Lord. It was 
in direct antagonist to Hi9 ess^tial and 
most glorious attributes. : - ') 

The. Holiness of God was violated by 
man's sin. 

. ) The Lord is of purer eyes than to behoUf 
iniquity. He chdrgeth His angels with 
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ybily^ and the heavens are not clean in His 
siffht ; hgw then could He passively behold 
the introduction of the accursed thing on 
this ne.w. addition to His dominions, making 
earth; which should have been the supple- 
ment of heaven, the vestibule of helU Holi- 
nesi^'and sin^^re in irreconcileaWe discord: 
GOOD and EVIL are eternal opposites. What 
doncprd hath Christ with Belial? What 
cofnfnuhidn hath light with darkness ? What 
feUowshtp hath riffhteoUsness " with un* 
righleousness ? Holiness would have been- 
holiness no longer could it halve contem-i 
plated sin without indignation, or with, a 
tblerant compromise/ ' > 

The Sovereignty of God was outraged, 
and would excite a feeling of holy re- 
sentment against „the perpetrator of the 
wrong. . 

Sins are acts of wilful apostacy. They* 
are the withdrawal of our allegiance to 
heaven; they dethrone the rightful Law- 
giver, displacing Him for ; the * world, the 
flesh, or the devil. We say, in eflFect, we 
will not have Jehovah to reign over uS; 
We are our own^ who is Lord over us? 
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Thus they are acts of deep ingratitude, and 
of treasonable insult to the royal preroga- 
tives of God, 

The Wisdom of God is disparaged by the 
sin of man. 

In preferring our own wills to the will of 
God, do we not, in effect, claim for ourselves 
a superiority of wisdom and knowledge t 
We presume that we know what is best ta 
be done, and reflect upon divine omniscience 
by our attempts to modify its previous 
arrangements. 

Again, as sin is essential evil^ and the 
sole original of evil, it must be iu direct 
antagonism to superlative Goodness whiqh 
will prompt God to repel its contagion, 
and coerce its action. 

Now, my brethren, I appeal to your 
consciences. Is it credible that sins which 
involve such elements of baseness, and of 
contrariety to the divine character, should 
be regarded with listless indifference by the 
Great Lawgiver % Can He view the ingrati- 
tude of His creature, the apostacy of a rebels 
with passive inaction, and leave us to infer 
His disregard or complacency ? 
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No. God is a moral judge, as well as a 
creator* He is a Qod of knowledge, and 
hy Him actions are ^weighed. Shall I not 
visit for these things, saith the Lord? 
His highest glory is His righteousness 
which He imprints upon His creatures, 
nor will He permit its defacement without 
retributive satisfaction. He smiled on the 
creature when He saw in him His own 
moral character in miniature; but it repented 
God that He had made man when He 
beheld His likeness sullied, His gifts pros- 
tituted. His will disregarded, and His rights 

ignore4« 

And if the Holiness, Sovereignty, Wisdom, 
and Goodness of God forbid His viewii^ sin 
with indifference, His Justice will clench 
their several claims, and will award to sin its 
due desert. Justice d^msmda satisfaction. 
It admits of no palliatives, no compromises 
with the offence ; it sets man's sin in the 
light of God's countenance, and clamours for 
the dischaige of its righteous exactions. The 
soul that sinneth it shall die. Hear its voice 
in the Mosaic law — Cursed is ^v^ one that 
continueth not in all things that are written 
in the Book of the Law to do them. 
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This is the language of Justice, and un- 
impeachable Truth will guarantee the exe- 
cution of these threats, and the exactitude 
of the reparation. 

Hence the Holiness, Sovereignty, WiB-_ 
4om, Justice, and Truth of God were all. 
outraged, and collectively brought into, 
unavoidable collision with the sin of man.^ 
Well may they have produced a holy resent-, 
ment against the sin, with a determination 
to exact satisfaction* 

Such are the mutual dispositions of 
the parties. Their attitudes are antago- 
nistic. The offender and the offended, 
the criminal and the judge, the rebel 
and the Sovereign, can have no direct 
sympathy. 

. But there must be some solution of the 
difficulty. There must be some intervention, 
or the statement of the text could not be 
true, — preaching peace by Jesus Christ. 
Mark, it is the omnipotent and outraged 
Sovereign who is represented as treating 
with the impotent rebel, saying, in accents 
sweeter from their unexpectedness, I 
have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
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transgressionSy and^ as a cloudy thy sins; 
return unto me, for I havis redeemed thee. 
My brethren, Will the Lord cast off for 
ever ? And will He he favourable no 
more? Is His mercy clean gone for 
ever ? Hath God forgotten to he 
gracious? Hath He in anger shut up 
His tender mercies ? No, Blessed be 
God! the sin of man has opened fhe 
floodgates of divine grace. If we havQ 
felt astonishment at man's sin, and awe 
at the contemplation of divine juiStice, let 
us turn again, for we shall behold greater 
things than these. 

Let us now consider the solution of the 
mystery. It is stated in my phort but com- 
prehensive text. If God preaches peace, it 
is through Jesus Christ. 

Jesus Christ is the solution we seek. 
Allow me, in explanation, briefly to rivet 
your attention to the two cardinal aspects 
of the Redeemer's work, whose application 
to the above-mentioned parties you. will 
readily perceive. > , . 

I. I would notice the imputation of 
man's sin to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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II. Their sustained penalty and conse* 
quent annihilation. 

The first has special relations to the 
conscience of the sinner ; the second to the 
justice of God. These points condense 
volumes ; to be very general and brief is 
therefore inevitable. 

* I. Mark then the imputation of man's 
sin to the Lord Jesus Christ 

All the liabilities of the human race 
devolve upon Christ ; He becomes surety for 
the sinner ; He makes Himself responsible 
for the mighty arrears which He will 
liquidate to the uttermost farthing. The 
ten thousand talents shall be discharged in 
full 

Hear this glorious declaration in the 
language of inspiration: Christ His own 
self bare our sins in His own body on the 
tree. He was once offered to bear the 
sins of many. The Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all ; and if you would 
have this truth, as it were, materialised 
.for more definite inspection, you will find it 
in the type of the scape-goat (Lev. xvL) 
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which pictures out the doctrine tangibly 
for i3ie most uneducated mind. Without 
blemish and without spot^ as Christ Hini- 
self was, He voluntarily submitted to the 
imputation of gUill, and was dealt with 
as guilty by the uncompromising law. Let 
us, my brethren, come by faith to Jesus, and 
no longer bear our heavy burden^ which is too 
heavy for tiSj but willingly cast it upon our 
sin-bearing Mediator. 
May each and all exclaim 

** My fidth would lay her hand 

On that dear head of thine, - 

While like a penitent I stand. 
And there confess my sin." 

The thought is ftill of oonsplation to th? 
true believer. " Havfe my ijiisdeeds," he 
may argue; " have my iniquities in all th^ir 
'* number, details, and aggravations, been 
.^' transferred from my guilty soul to another, 
** and He a divine person ? Then surely I 
.*' may rejoice under a sense of relief, 
*' Though bowed down with a spirit qf 
" infirmity for many years I may be liuade 
" suddenly wh6le; the crushing weight is 
" removed,and laicj upon one that is mightier 
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*^ than Is He will bear the burden and 
^' cast it > into a land of forgetfulnesd. 
-Thanks be unto God, who giveth me the 
victory y through my Lord Jesus Christ. "^ 

I have thus briefly hinted at the special 
relationship of bur blessed Saviour to guilty 
man. j 

Our sins are transferred and imputed to 
Christ, and the source of our enmity to God 
is thus removed. 't 

n. I proceed to consider the sustained 
penalty and subsequent annihilation of the 
believer's sins. 

I have remarked that our sins, the cause 
of enmity between God and man, were 
transferred to Christ. Observe furtlier, 
the sin that was imputed was likewise 
judged. ; 

' Christ suffered for our sins, the just for 
4he unjust. He was wpunded for our trans'-^ 
gressions ; He was bruised for our iniquities ; 
4he chastisement of ovir peace was upon Him, 
and with His stripes we are healed. 

What meant that terrible catalogue of 
sufferings that hedged in His path from His 
very birth to His death ? What meant His 
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most affecting title, a man of arrows and 
acqtiainted with grief? What meant that 
harro^ying pressure of mental agony in 
the garden of Qethsemane, which forced 
the very blood from the pores of His body? 
Why was He deserted, buffeted, spit upon, 
scourged, and finally executed in the most 
painful and ignominious manner? Why 
was all this ? He was holy^ haimless^ unde* 
filedy and separate from sinners. Why was 
this ? It was because He became the sub- 
stitute of the sinner, the representative of 
the guilty, and ibkfuted sin was punished 
and judged in the fearful sufferings of His 
body and mind.. Christ has redeemed ns 
from the curse of the laWj being made a 
curse for us. 

Now the conse(q[ueiice 6f the imputation 
and sustained penalty of sin, is its gloriou&( 

ANNIHILATION. 

The sufferings of Christ are the meritorioua 
cause of the free pardon of sins, which they 
effectually expifite, that is annihilate. 

What saith the prophet 1 

In those days and at that time, saith the 
Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought 
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for and there shall be none^ and the sins of 
Judahy and they shall not be founds for I 
will pardon those whom I reserve. An 
unequivocal and unblemished pardon, sealed 
with blood, attested by the oath. of the 
eternal Gk)d, is the believing sinner*s irre- 
vocable charter. He may utter the daring 
challenge. Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God's elect? It is God that 
justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? 
It is Christ that died. 

The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us 
from all sin, and redeemed sinners enter 
heaven as immaculate, as though they had 
never sinned. O Lord, who is a God like 
unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and 
passeth by the transgression of the remnant 
of His heritage; He retaineth not His 
anger for ever, because He delighteth in 
mercy. He will turn again; He will 
have compassion upon us ; He will subdue 
our iniquities and thou will cast all their 
sins into the depths of the sea. In th^ 
work of redemption we will praise the 
Lord, saying. As for God His way is 
perfect. Blessed be God, even the God 
of our salvation. 
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My brethren, I have thus presented 
a brief outline of the office of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, as the great peacemaker. How 
valid must be such mediation which is so im- 
mediately identified with both the interested 
parties. Let me recapitulate my general 
statements. The parties at variance are 
God and man. Man's disposition towards 
God was one of enmity, enmity arising from 
a consciousness of guilt and of perpetrated 
wrong. To this party Christ enters into a 
special and suitable relationship. The guilt 
which generated the feeling of hatred is 
transferred and imputed to the Lamb of God.. 
Guilt need no longer oppress the conscience 
of the sinner; consequently the cause of 
his hatred to God is removed and proved 
groundless and extinct. To the second 
party Christ has likewise a special and 
suitable relationship. God's disposition was 
one of holy resentment against the sin of 
man, with a determination to exact retribu- 
tive satisfaction. But the requirements of 
God's character, of His holiness, justice, and 
truth, are amply vindicated in the punish- 
ment of the transferred sin in the sufferings 
of Christ, and in the offenng of the body of 
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Jesus once for all. Therefore with God 
tliere 4s now plenteous redemption to all 
that call wpon Him, aijd sinnei's may be 
reinstated in the adoption of children and 
taste again a father's love. 

And now what sh^l I sayl 

With what accents do the arches of 
heaven ring t With what feeling is the 
Lord'smessage ta man replete 1 In what 
anthems do the archangels strike their 
goldeii harps? The key note is ona . It is 
peace. — It is peace. — ^It is peace. Glory 
to God in the highest^ ori eoith peace, good 
will towards men, 

" Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

. God ftnd sinners reconcile^." ; 

Hail, thdu glorious Saviour ! thou Prince 
of Peace ! thou divine peace-maker, who 
hast m^Ae peUce through the blood of ^hy 
cross, who hast made us nigh who were far 
off; Hail^ Thou lAoral conqueror! Thy 
liberated captives shall ask no other employ- 
ment throughout eternity than to celebrate 
the victories of Thy peace-making cross! 

My brethren, consider the. Apostie and 
High Priest of our profession, Jesus Christ, 
the true object of iuterest to heaven and- 
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eiarth. He is the only begotten and' well* 
belovefd Son of the Father ; He has rendered 
such services -to the crown of. hdaven in 
His develdpment and vindication of God's 
character, that the Father ever contemplates^ 
His work with approval arid delight, saying 
nnU) Wimy Sit thou on my riff ht hand, until 
I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

Nor can Christ fail to be an object oi 
interest to the sinless angels,, who have not 
Heeded His mediation.- His person is the 
object of their worship ; His work of their 
contemplation. 

But of what absorbing interest must the 
Saviour be to the race of man ! Man, guilty 
apostate man, the suicidal alien, the wretched 
Outcast, — ^with what feelings must he view 
Christ, to whose matchless grace he is in- 
debted for every particle of reial bliss both 
in this world and the next ? If^ there be a 
point where the eyes of creation meet it is 
Emmanuel ; 5f there be one and one absorb- 
ing object of eternal interest it is Jesus ; 
if we seek for the delight of God and the 
glory of men it is none other but Jesus 
Christ. Happy they who through the help 
of God labour in preaching peace by Jesus 
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Christ To further this hetiven-born work 
is an office the Seraphim might well covet, 
and the only spot in the world which would 
delay an archangel's foot is the pulpit of 
the Christian church. 

My brethren, we are gathered together 
on this our first Sabbath in a building 
which has been recently consecrated to this 
hallowed object. 

To most of you the circumstances of its 
origin are more or less familiar. This 
Christian temple is the joint offspring of 
devotional feeling and social affection. It 
is a touching monument of sisterly love. It 
is their epitome of pleasing recollections 
that have lapsed, and of mournful impressions 
that endure. Around it are groi^d the 
memories of the fugitive past \ Around it 
throng the consolations of the dimly yet 
hopefully deciphered ftiture ! It cherishes 
in the most fitting manner the memory of 
one whom many among you knew and 
appreciated ; being the embodiment of the 
charitable purposes which were latent in his 
heart. 

My friends, there is a mystic sanctity over 
the known and unfulfilled wishes of the loved 
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and the departed. To this delicajte impulise, 
the benevolent survivorB were feelingly aliva 
Not in useless cenotaphs, not in arbitmry 
memorials of &mily pride, not in artificial 
epitaphs, not in unproductive sculpture, 
have they assuaged the tumult of natural 
grief. Their sorrow has acquired a sanctified 
character ; it has found a disinterested relief 
in raising a building to the honour of Ood ; 
in taking measures to increase the happiness 
of the place in which their lamented brother 
sojourned, by promoting its godliness and 
enlightenment; in bringing the gospel to 
your very doors ; in short, their grief has 
found a partial alleviation in unselfish 
exertions for the eternal salvation of all 
around. They have furnished a practical 
commentary \ipon our Saviour's words, — 
To the poor the Oospel is preached, — ^for whom 
ample accommodation is provided in this 
house of God. Of their own proper good have 
they ministered unto your spiritual necessities. 
To many of you, my humbler brethren, they 
had been previously known by their kind 
interest in your welfare; but they have 
nobly eclipsed their past private benefits in 
one so exalted, so public, so enduring. 
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r The knowledge that the/ have dispensed 
GOOD, "not by detail, but in gross," may. 
justly afford them a subject of virtuous 
oongratidation. To originate, expand, and 
perpetuate good, is the triumph of the 
Divine administration ; cmd 

'* Great minds, like Heaven, are pleased with doing good." 

; The object of these sorrowing sisters has 
been to achieve your well-being; and they 
would taste that exquisite pleasure which 
consists in promoting the pleasures of others 
r-f-a; pleasure not inconsistent with their 
lingeriilg grief. : ; 

This beautiful church, equipped in all its 
details, freiB of expense, without the incubus 
pf debt, becomes their free-will legacy. It 
will be your bounden duties to maintain 
what has been so munificently bestowed. 
; Inhabitants of Gerrard's Cross, you have 
reaped benefits firom private sorrow. Those 
pisters shall pasd away, but they shall not 
be forgotten. You will bequeath your debt 
i)f gratitude in perpetuity to your descen- 
dants, who shall fqrm a succession of grateful 
.worshippers in this church. When the 
passing stranger inquires " who taught 
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'•' * that heaven-dir^cted tower to rise 1 " your 
lisping babes shall afticidate the names of 
your disinterested benefactors. To their tomb 
your posterity may come exclaiming, ad one of 
old over his country's patriots, ** You are no 
" longer with us ; you are known to us only 
" by the benefits which you have conferred." 

My friends, when you view this memorial 
pile from your dwellings, let it be to you 
a memorial of those generous sisters, and 
breathe a prayer of grateftil charity for 
their eternal welfture. Think upon them, 
my God, for good, according to all that 
they have done for this people. Oh, that 
their deed of mercy may be ** twice blessed; 
" blessing them that give, and them that 
" take!^' Oh, ye whom they have bene- 
fited, remember their names with emphasis 
in your prayers when you pass and repass 
this structure, plaintively standing in its 
solitude, with its clustering associations, a 
pledge of good will towards yourselves, an4 
pf your responsibility to heaven. 

Eternity alone can disclose the magnitude 
of this colossal benefaction. Oh, that many 
of your saved souls maybe the eternal remem- 
brancers of this deed in the worid to come I 
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Can any thing so well carry out their 
benevolent intentions ? Will it not reflect 
the greatest honour on this church, if the 
truth, as it is tn Jesus, be preached within 
these walls 1 If unconverted souls are 
begotten again through the power of the 
Holy Ghost, so that in the great day, when 
the Lord counteth up the people, it may be 
said of this and that man, that they were 

bom HERE ? 

I speak not now, my friends, of the 
graceful addition those ladies have be- 
queathed to your Common ; it has a higher 
interest than dwells in combinations of 
stone. The place is eloquent with moral 
feeling. Doubtless the first summons of 
the echoing bell to our first Sabbath service 
has awakened mingled emotions in the 
hearts of many of my hearers. Perhaps 
you wafted a secret prayer to the God of 
all grace that this church might become 
a spiritual blessing to yourselves and to 
the neighbourhood around. Oh, that such 
wishes may be indelibly registered in 
heaven! Oh, that the superscription of 
our building, as of Ezekiel's temple, may 
be " Jehovah-shammah," The Lord is 
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there ! This is our desire : this will be our 
praise. 

It is not on the architectnral details of 
our church, however elaborate, that we 
would most willingly comment^ it is not 
in its finished proportions, its columns or 
dome ; it is not in its unity and originality 
on English ground that we would glory; 
we would rejoice more if it were found by 
many of you to be the hottse of God and the 
gate of heaven; if it become the sanctuary 
where you derive teaching which shall make 
you wise unto salvation^ which shall stimulate 
to holiness and righteousness of living, and 
which may exert a soothing influence in 
the trials and disappointments which must 
inevitably chequer your earthly pilgrimage. 
Happy shall we be if its moral trophies 
eclipse its artistic beauties. The latter is from 
beneath^ the former from above ; the one is of 
this world, the other is not of this world. 

This, O Eternal Father, must be thine 
oivn work. We pray thee say unto us 
from this day will I bless you, and open the 
windows of heaven, and pour us out a blessing 
that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it Let thine eyes be open, and let 
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thine ^drs he attent iinto the prayer that is 
made in this place. Let thy priests^ O 
Lofd Gody be chthed with salvation^ and let 
thy saints nejoice in goodness. • ^ 

This Gh]irch, my brethren, is ^he centre 
Qf an orbit which seems to accrue to' its 
ministrations by the allotment of nature, 
within which there is ample room to 
lengthen our cords and strengthen our 
stakes y and to break forth ^ on the right 
hand and on the left. ' Situated as it is 
in the Yery point of convergence of six 
widely scattered parishes, several of whose 
churches are more than six miles distant, 
it may be said (without disrespect to any) 
ta occtipy neutral ground ; and I rejoice 
in knowing that it is ushered' into action 
amid the prayers and good wishes of my 
clerical brethren, who detect its true 
character as an aggression of good against 
the powers of evil — an auspicious inroad 
against a common foe. Its dawn, like that 
of another star rising upon our horizon, has, 
I am happy to believe, been hailed by many 
expectant hearts, and I trust that the prayers 
of many, like a cloud of incense, already rest 
upon this house of prayer, making it luminous 
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in the eye of Heaven amidst adjacent objects.^ 
Oh, that it may diffuse, if not a brilliant, a 
subdued and steady light to the very verges 
of its orbit ! 

Its interior arrangements vnll, I trust, 
be found in harmony with the simplicity 
of our reformed creed, and with the 
spirituality of the present Christian dis- 
pensation. We would neither resuscitate 
Judaism by multiplying forms, nor plagiarise 
Romanism in dangerous imitations. If no 
stained glass disclose an image of our 
Saviour, it is because we believe His 
humanity to be locally present in heaven, 
and desiring His spiritual presence^ would 
rather plead for the ^Ifllment and sensible 
experience of the promise — Where two or 
three are gathered together in Jkfy name^ 
there am I in the midst of them. We 
crave not the shadow, but the substance; 
the shadow may gratify the imagination^ 
the substance alone can rejoice and satiate 
the heart. We would remember the pre- 
eminence of the spiritual ov6r the material, 
that the moral magnificence of the Christian 
dispensation centres in its simplicity and 
spirituality, and that the kingdom of God 
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t^ not meat and drinks but righteamness^ 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost The 
Master ha^ taught us sayings 1/ any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily and follow me, 
but we deem not the presence of the material 
symbol necessary to inculcate the doctrine, 
and whilst we would humbly appropriate 
the Apostle's statement, God forbid that 
I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we would remember 
that we are ministiers of th^ spirit, and not 
of the letter, that it is the spirit that quicks 
eneth, but the flesh proftteth nothing. Oh, 
that St. Paul's language to the Galatians 
may be applicable to you, before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set 
forth, crucified among you. I trust that 
the absence of other figurative emblems will 
not impair the efficacy of our Saviour's in* 
junction which you have heard this morning. 
Let your light so shine before men tfuit they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. Let us strive 
to be of those who worship God in the 
spirit, who rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh. The 
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results of the Jewish diqiensatioQ prove the 
inefficiency as a spiritual bulwark of even a 
divinely appointed ritual; let us then re- 
member that this dispensation is essentially 
that of the Spirit, standing fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made us free^ and 
not entangled again in the yoke of bondage. 

And now, though my heart is full, and 
my topics absorbing, I must hasten to a 
conclusion; the novelty of my position must 
be my apology for having detained you so 
long. May the Spirit of God give my words 
access into the hearts of many of you, my 
dear hearers — may the divine blessing rest 
even on this, my first sermon ; may your 
first sabbath within these hallowed walls be 
happy and profitable; may it be a day of 
first fruits; and may the sounds of heavenly 
peace, like the music of the spheres, fall 
upon many ears ready to welcome the joyful 
sound. I now dismiss you, repeating in 
your ears the Apostle's words, All things 
are of God^ who hath reconciled us to hinu 
self by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us 
the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself not imputing their trespasses 
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unto them ; and hath committed unto u^ 
the word of reconciliation. Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ's st£ad, be ye reconciled to God. 
For He hath made him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him. Christ 
is our peace, and whosoever believeth in 
Him shall not perish, but shall have ever* 
lasting life. 
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" Blessed be Thy name, O Lord, that it 
hath pleased Thee to put it into the hearts 
of Thy servants to erect this house to Thy 
honour and worship. Bless, O Lord, them, 
their families, and substance, and accept 
the work of their hands ; remember them 
concerning this ; wipe not out this kindness 
that they have shewed for the House of 
their God and the offices thereof, and grant 
that all who shall enjoy the benefit of this 
pious work may shew forth their thankful- 
ness by making a right use of it, to the 
glory of Thy blessed name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 

Consecration Service. 
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ANALYSIS OF SEBMON II. 

We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God and not 
of us. 

Creation*s object is definite; the exhibition of the 
divine glory. The one which, at first sight, it chiefly 
illustrates, is that of power. The scheme of redemption 
likewise glorifies this attribute in a special manner. 
Let us expound, in order, the ideas of the text. 

I. The treasure is the Gospel — it may be called a 
treasure from (i) its subject matter, Emmanuel, 

(2) its sublime object, the soul's salvation. 

JI. Man is the earthen vessel, to whose instru- 
mentality its diffusion is committed. He seems 
unsuitable when we consider 

( 1 ) the imperfection of his moral character. 

(2) His moral helplessness. 

Now, reason demands a proportion, between the 
means and the end, we therefore infer — 

A. That the above connection is not natural, but 
arbitrary. 

B. That it is permitted in order that we may 
refer all to an adequate, independent, and invisible 
agency. The excellency of the power, which pro- 
duces the effects, is of God. 

It was a great act of power to create, but it is a 
greater triumph to regenerate^ which is the prerogative 
of God the Holy Ghost. 

The subject suggests a thought of comfort to the 
minister. 

Concluding exhortations to prayer and co-operation. 
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SERMON II. 



We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
eoDcelleney of the power may be of God and not of w.- 
2 Cor. iv. 7. 



The object of creation is intelligible and 
definite. It is the manifestation of the 
divine glory. Praise is the honourable and 
unselfish revenue the Creator exacts as 
tribute from His works, affording as they 
do a luminous, though finite, commentary 
upon Himself. Many of His divine per- 
fections are therein imaged, as in a glass^ 
and embodied for our more protracted 
inspection. This idea transfuses the whole 
creation, and links together its highest and 
lowest developments; for if the heavens 
declare the glory of God, so does the 
perishable insect of an hour that flutters in 
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the breeze. Now, the attribute that is 
primarily impressed upon creation, is that 
of infinite power; the excellency of the 
divine power. 

This, you will remember, the Apostle 
declares was manifest even to the heathen; 
the invisible things of God^ from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being under^ 
stood by the things that are made and seen ; 
even by His eternal power and Qod-head, 
so that they are without excuse. 

Imagine an uneducated man who had spen^ 
his life in a dungeon, suddenly transferred 
to an Alpine pinnade, commanding a circting 
view over countless tiers of glistering peaks, 
over shadowy forests, and imbedded lakes, 
over the chequered fields of teeming valleys 
— imagine him suddenly brought beneath 
the arching firmament, and beholding, lor 
the first time, the myriad stars of night, his 
untutored Tnind would doubtless experience 
an irresistible impression of Almighty power. 
It would require education to detect the 
underlying attributes of wisdom and good^ 
ness in the arrangements of cr^tion; but 
he would intuitively grasp that of pow^, as 
palpable and self-explanatory. To this there 
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is aa analogy in the kingdom of groee. In 
the economy of redemption there is a glori-^ 
ons display of the divine attribntes, and &e 
excelleney bf the divine power is most mar*' 
vellonsly illustrated. Let ns hear the text-^ 
we hatoe this treasure in earthen vessels^ that 
the eo^eeUencjf of the power mcy he of Ood^ 
and not ofu^ The treasure to which the 
Apostle alludes, is the preadiing of the 
Qospel, whose diffusion was committed to 
tibte instrumentality of men. 

Permit me to solicit your attention, while 
I briefly expound, in order, the ideas of my 
text. 

The treasure, to which St Paul refers, 
is the gospel of Christ The gospel, my 
brethren, may well be pronounbed a treasure, 
when we consider,— 

Firsts — Its subject matter ; and, 
Secondly^ — Its sublime object 

I. Its subject matter. 

The gospel, if rightly understood, is not 
a system of barren speculations ; it is not a 
code of abstract truth ; it is not a mere 
epitome of ethical morality ; its essence is 
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not in these. It boa^ a grace beyond the 
reach of art. The gospel is instinct with 
life and individuality ; it is embodied in a 
being who is like, and yet, oh, how unlike 
ourselves. 

Its subject matter is a person; and that 
person the most wonderful in heaven and 
earth. It centres in Jesus, the incarnate 
Messiah, who blends into one incomprehen- 
sible unity the dissimilar elements of deity 
and humanity ; who, abridging the distance 
between God and man, is God over all^ 
blessed for ever, enthroned in eternity, 
inaccessible in the fiill blaze of divinity^ 
and is yet, at the isame time, the Son of 
Man, bone of our bone and flesh of our 
flesh ; capable of weeping with them that 
weep, and shedding, as a brother, a tear 
of sympathy for the griefs of men. 

Christ is the treasure of heaven and 
earth. He is the gospel : a living Christ, 
a dying Christ, — this is its Alpha and 
Omega. 

His birth is the dayspring of our hopes ; 
His daily life is the catechism oi all our 
mcHral rules and duties ; His death is the 
reservoir of all those comfortable doctrines 
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which speak peace to the conscience, 
struggling under conscious guilt ; and His 
resurrection endorses all the rest, and braces 
our hopes with the most vivid assurance 
of their genuine and impregnable character. 
The gospel is good news; it is glad 
tidings of great joy, that unto us is bom a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. It 
is the master-piece of the counsels of God. 
Creation is His work, but the gospel is His 
plot, for in it are hid all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. It is the glittering 
focus of all God's moral attributes; it 
divulges some first-class perfections at 
which creation cannot hint; it is the 
exposition of salvation ; it is the manifes- 
tation of Jesus, and as such, it is emphatically 
the treasure of heaven and earth. 

II. And not only does the subject matter, 
but also the sublime object of the gospel, 
entitle it to be considered an invaluable 
treasure. What, we would ask, is its 
express design ? 

The object of the gospel, it must be 
acknowledged, is unrivalled for its sim- 
plicity, sublimity, and benevolence. It 
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proposes nothing less than the salvatioii 
of our souls, and the promotion of our 
eternal happiness. It would rescue sinners 
from misery and wrath, and transplant a 
colony of apostates into the paradise of God, 
that in the ages to come^ the Lord may shew 
the exceeding riches of his grace, in his 
kindness towards us through Jesus Christ 
Its object is the glory of God in the salvation 
of men. Its subject matter is Jesus. It 
pourtrays the Son of God and the Son of 
Man; but it treats this glorious subject 
with reference to an ulterior object, and 
that of the most glorious character, namely, 
the salvation of sinners. 

May it not well be called a treasure ? 

Oh, should not we who are the very 
objects of its consideration, should not We 
who are in danger of everlasting misery, the 
due reward of our sin, should not we, whose 
redemption is its very scope and tenor, 
justly deem it an inestimable treasure? Who 
should be louder in its praise than the 
guilty wretches whose every hope is sus- 
pended upon its promises t Who should 
value it more than they who most imme* 
diately reap its benefits ? 
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Indeed, my brethren, enforcement should 
be superfluous to induce us to value the 
gospel of our salvation, to esteem it the 
choicest treasure of heaven and earth, and 
to count everyHUng as dross compared to ltd 
possession. Such is the treasure committed 
in trust to human instrumentality; the 
preaching of that gospel which is the power of 
Qod unto salvation to every one that believetk. 

I have thus briefly endeavoured to enforoe 
its daims by a consideration of 

Firsty — ^Its excellent subject matter ; and, 
Secondlt/y — Its sublime object. 

The Lord Jesus is its subject; the 
salvation of souls is its exalted object. 

Having alluded to the treasure I would 
now invite you to consider the medium of 
its communication. This excellent treasure 
is encased in an earthen vessel; in other 
words the preaching of the Gospel is com- 
mitted to human instrumentality. The lips 
of sinful man are made the expositors of 
divine grace, and utter things which have 
been kept secret from the foundation of the 
world. We might have searched in vaipi 
through the ranks of created intelligence to 
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find one who was worthy to be the messenger 
of this covenant No angel or archangel 
would voluntarily have assumed the respon- 
sible office ; none from the ranks of the 
Cherubim or Seraphim, none of the glittering 
hierarchs of heaven would have deemed their 
unaided powers adequate to the mission ; but 
Gh>d, whose thoughts are not our thoughts^ nor 
His ways our ways^ has committed this 
treasure to man, who is far helow the angels 
in endowments and capacities ; to man, a 
vessel of clay as compared with vessels of gold; 
to man, at first sight the most unsuitable of 
all for this hallowed and influential office. 

Man would appear unsuitable if we consider 

Firsts — The imperfection of his moral 
character. 

Secondly^ — His moral helplessness. 

I. The publication of the Gospel is 
entrusted to agents, who partake the very 
evils whose annihilation it expressly con- 
templates. Paul and Barnabas, from their 
own confession, were men of like passions 
with the people of Lystra. Happy is it, 
when the preacher who stands between the 
living and the dead, between this world 
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and the next, has himself experimentally 
received the truths which he announces to 
his fellows; nevertheless in him how imp 
perfectly are they exemplified ! how often 
are his dispositions at variance with their 
spirit, and how frequently are holy precepts 
disparaged by the inconsistent lives of their 
advocates ! May we not justly describe such 
instruments as earthen vessels ? Are they 
not imperfect, brittle, and easily shivered? 
Tliey are broken in pieces like a potter's 
vessel. When leaning over the dead bodies 
of Luther, Cranmer, Baxter, Edwards, or 
Whitfield, we mark the execution of the 
sentence, earth to earthy ashes to ashes^ 
dust to dust^ must we not mournfully 
feel that at their best estate they were but 
earthen vessels ] Yet these men were ttie 
heralds of the everlasting Gospel, mighty 
champions of the cross, successAil propa>- 
gators of the truth as it is in Jesus, and, like 
the angel of Bethesda's Pool, gave salutary 
impulses to their own and future generations, 

11. The human agent may fitly be 
termed an earthen vessel when we consider 

His moral helplessness. 
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Man wields no authoritatiye inflaence 
oyer the moral character of another, nor 
can he command the entrance of truth into 
his brother's heart. That we may in 
many instances sway an indirect influence 
over our associates I do not deny ; but the 
noblest and most effective moral triumph — 
the conversion of a soul, is utterly beyond 
cur power. 

My brethren, is it not possible for you to 
liear the most heart-stirring sermons, the 
most affectionate persuasives to lepeaU 
ance, the most graphic representations of 
the judgment to come, the most lucid and 
succinct arguments in the enforcement of 
truth, and yet remain unaffected 1 Or, like 
FeUx, idiould your hjeart vibrate with some 
temporary emotion^ how speedily will it 
stagnate again in its previous spiritual torpor, 
4ind how often do our slighted admonitions 
Tecoil upon ourselves ! The preacher may 
proclaim the truth, but the Lord, .the Holy 
Ohost, must make it effectual: man may 
sow the seed, but the Lord of the harvest 
must command the clouds to rain upon the 
field : Paul may plant and Apollos water, 
but God must give the increase. 
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Man has, it is trae, a limited power over 
natnre ; by studying her processes he grasps 
her laws, which, by obeying, he makes tri- 
butary to himself, and moulds the appliances 
of creation to his own purpose. Do you seek 
for proofs! They are innumerable* Each 
one of Britaiti's floating citadels, each rock- 
grooved tunnel, each arching viaduct, each 
racing locomotive, the exploit of this century, 
is a proof of man's supremacy over inert 
matter* But it is a contracted empire. 
When man would act directly upon his 
brother's mind he is powerless. The ablest 
preacher cannot pour a sudden flood of 
light into a dadcened understandiiig ; he 
cannot adjust and quicken a sinner's 
conscience ; he cannot purify his a£fections 
nor mould his will in conformity wiUi the 
will of God. Paul cannot do tiiese things 
for himself, mvxh less can he achieve them 
for Silas. The psalmist's words have an 
application here; No man moff deliver his 
brother, nor make agreement unto God far 
him, far U cost more to redeem their souh, 
so that he must let that alone far ever. 
As well might we expect an oak, the out- 
iiver of dynasties, to be uprooted by a 
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paralytic arm, as ingrained evil principles 
to be abolished by the voice of man. Such 
is the earthen vessel in which this inesti- 
mable treasure is deposited. 

Let us mark this extraordinary series 
of contrasts. 

On the one hand we have what we rightly 
appraise a treasure, priceless and incompar- 
able; on the other, an earthen vessel, ordinary 
and valueless, for its reception. The ruby 
is set in clay; the diamond is cast into 
a jar of common pottery. The type of this 
will be familiar to most of my hearers : it 
is Gideon's victorious lamps, long hidden 
in pitchers that were shivered in the hour 
of victory. 

The gospel is the product of eternal 
wisdom, and therefore will be most emphatic 
in the faultering lips of man: it is essen^ 
tially divine, and is therefore committed to 
an instrumentality essentially human: it 
embraces the issues of eternity, yet its 
efficacy is paramount in time: it is the climax 
of mercy and grace, and its sweetest 
comment is its declaration from the lips of 
sinners: its future results are most incalcu- 
lable and pervasive, but its present effects 
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are secret rather than dazzling : its agents 
weak, and their speech contemptible. 

Now let us exercise our reason in the 
matter. Reason demands a proportion 
between agencies and results, a sequence 
between means and end& Causes and 
effects maintain invariable ratios. Men do 
not gather grapes of thorns^ nor figs of 
thistles; but, in nature, to every seed is 
given his own body. 

Our previous reasonings, at first sight, 
seem to militate with this, for they have 
tended to establish a manifest disproportion 
between the agent and the work, a dis- 
connection between the means and the end. 
By no series of arguments can we link 
them together, nor prove the one to be the 
legitimate associate of the other. We are 
met by contrasts, and not by connections. 

Let me then state the first deduction 
to which we are inevitably led. It is 
this : — 

The connection in the above case, namely, 
between the preaching of the gospel through 
human instrumentality, and the conversion 
ofsould, is not natural, but supernatural; 
it is not necessary, hnt arbitrary. 
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Some Buperiot will has linked togtrther 
these disjdinted terms, ami brt)T%fat them 
into relations naturally unsuited to their 
respective natures. 

My brethren, have I made this ^ih? 
Do you petceiv^, not the ODanectiim, but 
the disconnettion between my first and 
second propositions 1 

Between the preadiing of the gospel by 
man and the conversion of souls, there is^ 
I affirm, nd natural connection. But I 
must advance a step ixsrther. If the abow 
connection is not natural but atHtrary^ 
must we not seek some other dcdutkyft 
of the mystery f Great resulte must hav^ 
proportionate agents. If they do Hfot 
ostensibly appear, we may fed suite that 
tiiere is some adequate cause latent 

And this leads me to a second deduction, 
— a reference to another and an independent 
cause, to an invisible agent who has been 
acting through a medium; a primary 
influence which has been lurking in a 
secondary. 

My brethren, the oause we seek is none 
other but God himself. We have this 
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treasure in earthen vessels^ that the esimdlency 
of the power may be of God^ and not of^as. 

The great results of the gospel are in 
contact with such disproposrtioimte agents, 
that we may unhesitatingly be led to one 
txmdusion — ^that the excellent power which 
is exerted in their production is not human, 
bu)t Divine. All that see it shall ai^now^- 
ledge This hath God done, for ih^ shcM 
perceive titat it is His work. 

As inextingukhable liberty shines most 
brightly in the dungeon, so will Divine 
power derive its greatest lustre from a 
voluntary association with human weakness. 
Observe this carefully, for I would make 
this point very dear. 

Since there is the greatest contrast 
between the excellency of the work and 
the inefficiency of the agent, will not the 
3U>rd's secret yet influential interference be 
more potent, His conquests more undisputed. 
His glories more unequivocal] Since the 
human agent might retard, but cannot of 
himself advance, the sublime work of 
evangelization, will not the moral triumphs 
of the gospel justly be referred to anothei: 
and a higher source ? 
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Have you, my hearers, followed my 
reasonings 'i 

I have alluded to the gospel, excellent 
in its subject matter, sublime in its object, 
comprehending the eternal destinies of man. 
I have shewn you the human instrument 
naturally inefficient and unsuitable for its 
diffusion; and 1 thence deduce, that the 
prowess of the gospel belongs to another 
agent, and that the above contrast is 
permitted, in order that the excellency of 
the power may be more manifestly known 
to be of God, and not of us. 

My brethren, was it not a great exercise 
of power when blank nothingness and 
gloomy darkness brooded over infinity, and 
when the breath of the Almighty instan- 
taneously summoned worlds into existence, 
and speeded myriads of suns with their 
planetary satellites on the trackless, and 
hitherto untried, highway of immensity ] 

Was it not a giant exercise of power 
when the dust of the earth, shaped into the 
human figure, lay motionless before the 
Almighty awaiting a spiritual tenant, and 
when the Word of God gave it the radiant 
dowry of a soul, equipped in primeval vigor, 
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with its intellect to pierce creation, with 
its conscience to testify to moral good, with 
its aflfections tuned to sweet sympathy, with 
the will to govern, like a queen, the wholet: 
But I ask you if the development of His 
power in the gospel is not the noblest in 
this ascending scale? Man's intellect is 
clouded, his conscience is unbalanced, his 
affections are sensual and selfish, his will is^ 
distorted in its choice of evil, and his whole 
soul is in antagonism with his Divine original. 
Then comes a glorious exercise of power, 
power over the lapsed and unregenerate soul 
through the Cross of Christ and the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghost; a gradual 
spiritual resurrection is commenced; know- 
ledge and righteousness, purity and love, 
are gradually shed abroad, the broken 
tables of the moral law are partially recon- 
structed, and the outlines of that likeness 
to God are traced again, which shall be 
perfected hereafter. Blessed be the holy 
power of love, as it is exhibited in the 
Cross of the dying Saviour. To supplant 
hatred with love, to turn a traitorous apos- 
tate into an affectionate child, to make a 
worker of iniquity a preacher of righteous^ 
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ness ; this, this is the noblest triumph of 
Divine power. This is a victory obtainecl 
over a moral agent by moral suasion^ in 
aecordance with moral law. Physical 
power cannot convert a soul, yoa may 
Qonvulse the universe and crumble the 
£aui9bdation8 oi the earth,, but the fragment 
will strike the sinner, impenitent, un- 
changed. 

Mechanical agencies axe equally ineffi- 
cient Sacraments, in themselves, canoiuxt 
convert or save a soul, for as the body 
without the spirit is deady being alone, so are 
all external appliances severed from the 
omnipotent and gracious influences of God 
the Holy Ghost 

Moral as well as physical omnipotence 
belongs to God alone, and regeneration, its 
highest development, is the special preroga- 
tive of the Holy Ghost To turn a Saul 
into a Paul is a nobler triumph than to 
usher systems into being. To create is 
mighty; to regenerate is mightier. The 
power that created is the same that must 
regenerate, and to this agree the words of 
the Apostle in the present chapter, God 
who commanded the light to shine out of 
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li^hi of the knowledge of the glory, of God^ 
in the face of Jems Christ. It is ^ seccmd 
act of creatiosL whereby the light i3 separated 
^m the darkness ia the hitherto benighted 
SQiU of map. 

My brethren, is not the general idea 
which I have attempted to expound a due 
to many cireumstanoe^ recorded in Holy 
Writ, the significant of which we are 
often apt at first sight to under-rate ? 

Why was Joshua eommanded to use such 
unlikely means in the capture of Jericho, 
and to encjompaiss a fcrtified qjty with no 
other weapons than a procession of priests, 
armed with trumpets of rams' horns ] 

Why was Gideon's army drafted from 
32,000 to 10,000, and further from 10,000 
to 800 ; and why was this little band sent 
down among the countless Midianites with- 
out swords qr spears, armed only with 
trumpets, and earthen pitchers containing 
lighted lamps I 

Why was the youthful Pavid, with a 
shepherd's sling and five smooth stones of 
the brook, sent to encounter a giant warrior 
armed to his very teeth in brazen mail ? 
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The moral of all these cases is the same. 
It is this: — ^That the disproportion between 
the agency and the results might be so 
marked, that success might be referred to 
an independent cause, and that the loftiness 
of man might he bowed down, and the 
Lord alone exalted in the day of victory. 
Their object was to teach faith and 
confidence in the Invisible God, and to 
glorify the excellency of the Divine 
power. 

The subject naturally suggests a thought 
of comfort to the minister of the gospd, 
when entering upon a new sphere of labour. 
He is taught a lesson of self-diffidence, but 
it is mingled with the greatest encourage- 
ment. He is reminded, that being engaged 
in the Lord's service, he must discharge his 
trust in imparted strength, and that whilst 
he sedulously employs the means, he must 
commit the issues to God. He may plant 
and water, but he naust look to heaven for 
the increase. He is taught that the sal- 
vation of a soul is an achievement above the 
compass of his natural powers, and that 
though he may boast the dignity of being 
instrumental in this great work, he must 
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not encroach upon the glory of God, who, 
from first to last, is the efficient agent 

'Shall Ae €uve boost ttself against him, 
thiU heweth therewith ? 

Whilst h)e is bidden to meditate upon 
these things and give himself wholly unta 
t/^m, whilst he is enjoined not to neglect 
reading, nor the opportunities of improve- 
ment within his reach, whilst he is morally 
bound to develop his natural abilities, and 
to endow his mind with the treasures of 
human knowledge, as the Israelites sharp- 
ened their viattocks at the forges of the 
Philistines, still he id reminded that mere 
intellectual vigour is wholly inadequate to 
pro«aote the superhuman work of evangeli- 
zation, and that secular knowledge must 
not dutplace the wisdom that cometh from 
abwe. 

His success will doubtless be proportioned 
to his modesty, to the sincerity with which 
he is willing to refer all to the sovereign 
power of God, and to his diligence in secret 
prayer for the assistance of the Holy Spirit ; 
he will honour the* Spirit of God, a« the 
Lord of the vineyard, and knowing that 
nothing can atone for His absence, will 
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baftore «Q things seek Hi^ oo^peamtim 
and gtory. 

Nor wUl he feint, Yemembwi^g tbaj the 
Lard is righteous, thut S^ il(>e^ W* r««n 
leA^re jS5p ^mw^ iw^ fW ^a/A#r miere He has 
M^st^awS^ and thikt if Hia serranta are mt 
sufficimt/or them^^ves to think on^ thit^ as 
ofthmmlvesj ti^ir s'^^^wcjf is ^ God, a»d 
that ik$ piemure ^ the Lfvd sh^ pro9p€r 
Im ihe^r hmis. Cfe, m^y the Spirit of God* 
whow wawipotence ia equpl over the empire 
of «piriti, aa over the world i>i uareaiatiog 
maittei?, mightily exert Hia power upon 
iftiniater and people in thia pld<^. 

And sow, wy brethren, in condusion, 
sttfier I pray you the word of exhortati«». 

I call upon you to remember your parta 
and dutiea, and to be fellow^ielpera together 
in the truly excellent work we thia day 
inaugurate. 

In^ the first plaee, I beseech you aid me 
with your prayers^ when ocminaencing my 
ministry among you. An apostle did not 
disdain to commend himself to the prayers 
of his converts. Brethren, he frequently 
writes, pn^ for us, and how much' more 
forcibly does thia request become the lips 
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of one who can o»ly hope to lessen the 
oversights of inexperiencq by watchii^g unto 
pmyer> for an nbundajat me^swe of the 
gtiftft of God. I would approprisit^ the 
IdBguage^of Solomott a»d exclaim^ 

O Lardy jfiw me uMdom an4 hnmokdg^ 
that I mag go out and come in before this 



My friends, I would throw myself upon 
your kind and Christian feelingei, and 
afik you to encourage^ to co^opwrate^-yto 
forbear. 

As it is my humble hope that He, who 
alhts tke bounds of ow habitatiensy has m 
His good providence led my steps hither, so 
ia it my eam^t prayer that I may maintain 
the character of the Christian pastor, and 
humbly subserve the eternal purposes of 
God, in gathering out of this place his elect 
people whom He hath chosen in Christ h^ore 
the foundation of the world Aid me in this 
desirable work by your earnest prayers, and 
may your good wishes be returned seven* 
foid into your own bosoms* To jwray for 
your minister is your duty and your privi-* 
lege* My brethren, if you would proit 
under me, you must pray for me. 
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Adbpt the comprehensive language of our 
Collect : — " That I may be replenished with 
" the truth of Christ's doctrine, knd endued 
" with innocency of life, that so I may faith- 
" folly serve before God, to the glory of His 
" great name, and the benefit of His Holy 
" Church." May you hear the Truth, the 
whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth, 
from my lips; may I feel the weight of 
souls upon my own ; may I have grace to 
seek your salvation and not your suffirages, 
and to please God rather than man ; and 
may the blood of none of you be required at 
my hands ! Feel for me in the responsibi- 
lity I must incur towards those of you who 
are regular in your attendance at this 
Church. Oh, that our connection may be 
mutually pleasurable and profitable — may I 
come in the fulness of the hlessiiig of the 
gospel of Christy and rejoice in the day of 
Christy that I have not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain. I would come in the 
character of your friend; as one whose 
privilege, whose duty it is to promote your 
welfiire according to his humble ability, 
first in the concerns of your souls, and then 
in all other ways that lie within his power. 
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At your disposal would I place my serr 
vices, remembering the office of the village 
preacher, as described by an English poet, 

" How in his duty prompt at every call, 

He watched and wept, and prayed and felt for all." 

The son of man came not to he ministered 
unto^ hut to minister^ and it is our glory to 
follow his steps. 

II. My brethren, aid me not only by 
your prayers but by your conduct 

If your spiritual advancement be my first 
care, aid me on your parts, by an habitual 
attendance on the ordinances of grace. I 
address myself naturally to those who lie 
within this immediate circuit. May you 
say to one another more frequently than; 
heretofore. Let us go into the house of the 
Lord ; we will go into His takemade ; we 
will worship at His footstool ; we wait for 
Thy lacing kindness, O God, in the midst of 
Thy temple. 

Oh, may anxiety for your, soul's salvation 
be the speedy and happy result of this aus- 
picious work! Buy the truth, and sell it 
not^ remembering that he who barters his 
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veiy all for the truth, exchanges to- his 
profit 

Let me further eidiort you to assist in the 
services of the sanctuary, and to be regular 
and punctual in your attendance,. You will 
doubtless have read the short notices I had 
placed in your pews ; do me the favour to 
remember them. It is for you, my lay 
friends, by the discharge of your allotted 
portions in our public worship, to help to 
efface the reproach of coldness and listless- 
ness which is occasionally attached to the 
services ot the Qmrch of En^aoad. What 
a moral force there is in the swell of voieeo 
ib united prayer! What elDquesnce the 
hearts of many can pour into the cadeace of 
a psalm ! How devotkmal, how real, how 
soothing become our spiritual exercises I 
We feel t^ien that it is good for us to be 
heare^ that we have come togttiier fer a 
specific purpose, that we have prayed to 
our Father which is in heaven; that we 
have rejoiced in the consolations/of redeem- 
ing grace, tiiat we have liad commuiaion 
with Jesus, through the power of the Holy 
Ghost, that we have advanced one step 
nearer to Zion. I have confidence that this 
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appeal, with which I am sure each one here 
must agree, shall not he made in vain. 

And now our first Sabbath ends. End 
it with prayer that the hopes I have 
expressed may, through God's mercy, be 
realised, and may God Himself, and our 
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct 
our way unto you. And the Lord make you 
to increase and abound in love one toward 
another, and toward all men, even as we do 
toward you. To the end He m^y stablish 
your hearts unhlameahle in holiness before 
God, even our Father, at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all his saints. 
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O THOU ! who pausest near yon eastern pile, 
Bising athwart the pensive shades of eve — 
Which harmonize with minds attuned to grief — 
Wouldst thott unfold its plaintive histories ? 
Hast thou a widened heart of love, that deems 
Chill selfishness akin to moral death. 
Counts nothing human, foreign to itself (^), 
But feels a thrill when e'en a stranger weeps? 
Then cross this threshold; all are welcome here. 
It is the house of God, who exiles none. 
Dost thou not own a spell in "senseless things," 
When they become the heart's expositors. 
Instinct with feeling, eloquent with thought? 
Hast thou no relic of the mystic past. 
Which grief and love have rescued from decay ? 
Then softly tread this monumental pile, 
Tis plaintive as the record of the dead. 
And sacred to a brother's memory. 
'Tis the creation of two sisters' love ; 
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Love ! deeper than the ocean's darkening tide. 
Priceless, beyond the priceless chrysolite, 
Pure, as the snow-flake ere it light on earth. 
Beared day by day amid those sisters' tears. 
Affection lurks in every single stone. 
They wept, but wept as only Christians weep : 
Their natural grief with piety imbued, 
Child of affiance in a Fcither s love, 
Has found an outlet, not in murmurings. 
Nor barren tears, but, looking heaven-wards. 
In self-forgetfiilness, in melting love. 
Love to immortal sin-imperilled souls, 
That noblest virtue's noblest exercise. 
Hail, grace Divine ! when felt, omnipotent ; 
Sweet as the midnight sun on Arctic snow. 
As dew distilling in the blazing South, 
Come, heaven-desceuded, lead us heaven-wards. 
Two sisters, one in inind, inheriting 
Most rare identity of thought and will, 
And now linked closer, being brotherless, 
Have chastened private grief with active love; 
Prompt to soothe others, having wept themselves. 
They fuse their sorrow into public joy ; 
And, smiling tearfully, diffuse around (*) 
True happiness of heavenly lineage, 
Beligion's first-bom, in an act of praise 
Embalming sorrow for the loved and lost. 
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Heaven crown their e£fbrts ! when they sleep in dust 
Their work shall last; and tongues untuned as yet. 
Shall call them blessed; for the good they launch, 
Outleaps the present; with futurity 
Dilates; creating moral influences 
That issue in a vast eternity. 
Mysterious structure ! Monument and Church ! 
Bising apart from haunts of living men. 
More plaintive in thy silent solitude; 
Of death begotten, to its own reverse ; 
What varied feelings merge themselves in thee! 
Outward exponent of those sisters* hearts ! 
Sorrow and love, suflused with Ohristian faith. 
Invest thee with a triple moral charm. 
Thou o£&hoot of the East, on England's heath. 
Built on unbartered land, by free-will grant 
Dissevered from a ducal heritage (') ; 
Twin-bom of him who reared the Boyal Mart (^), 
Where oscillates the commerce of the world; 
With the perennial lingerings of fame 
Thou art encircled, for thy arrowy tower, 
Seen glimmering from Windsor s battlements, 
Bises on classic ground, near Eton^s glades 
Still radiant with my boyhood's memories; 
Near where the dim-eyed Milton hymned the dirge (') 
Of Eden Lost ; where flashed the lyre of Gray ; 
Where tuneful Waller mourned; where Burke relaxed 
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The higb-wroug&t tension of his dazzling mind ; 
Wiiere Pehn, the father of a State, lies buried. 
Affection's Trophy I Heart-illumined Shrine ! 
Thy form and arcMteotural symmetry, 
Byzantine fashion, piercing oanipanile ( * ), ; ' 
Columns and turret-circled cupola--- .' 
Which 6'en Pallaflio might view with prides- 
Stamp thee unique, the cynosure of rilC^) 
The curious throng; yet thy vast moral power. 
Thy latent spiritual energies . 

Instinct with inwrought personality 
Transcend the glare of outward ornament, 
And veil thee with a charm of mystery. 
For their results indelibly shall last. 
When, thou hast perished in the wreck df time. 
Hail, tabernacle of the Living God! 
The Omnipresent's local dwelling place ! 
Hai|, audience chamber of the Invisible, 
Steeped in the shadows of Eternity ; 
Of things unseen the silent monitof ! 
Like a small isthmus linking Continents, 
Thou dost annex the destinies of worlds. 
Blending the present with the " world to come." 
Hail, vestibule of heaven resting on earth. 
The vantage-ground of Paradise regained ; 
The trysting-place of angels, as they speed 
In offices of mercy to mankind ! 
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Heaven bl^es tho$e »stera» . ^^boae *l?idinf grief, 
From its unselfish QluMTfioter l^tb .IjQ^ti 
The taint of paasioa's dl>09s< They hav^ not bTought 
From Tiber's banka^ iiiQ chifi^e4 m^rl^l^ bu^^; 
They have not raised a moftumept of pri(ie. 
Emblazoned with the pe^p of h^r^ldry ; 
Nor sought to group ia artifleiftl linp* 
The eatjalogue of virtuea they deplor© ; 
God only hears the eieoret dirgQ th«y <jha»nt; 
For man, the bitter germ beam pr^ckioug fruit. 
O strange!?, wpuldst thott mack the ii^ter^* li>Y^r-r 
Traced in a brothar'a tomb ? thj^u look around ! 
And if thou shed'st a aympatJietiQ t^ax. 
Thou need'at not blush; it piovea exproae of nwl 
To own a generous partnership in grie£ 
Hail, woman's, work of Peace 1 unlike in kind 
To deeds for whioh the blood-ntaijied cQji^u^fo^ 
Inherits apurioi^s immortality; 
Of sorrow lavish, filling ahJifcteped honjes 
With widowed mothers and with oj^phan babes; 
Quenching the words of buoyant industry ; 
Blighting the. handiwork of bounteous bea,Yen ; 
Exacting fame coequal with the ills 
Inflicted on the family of man. 
This temple is to pbacb, in truer sense 
Than that where grew Athena's olive trep Ox 
Or that whose arches undermined by time(^). 
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Yawn in the Foram of dismantled Borne, 

Skirting the theatre, whose jubilee 

Hailed the efiusion of the martyr's blood : 

This is the tonple of tba Pcinoe of Peace ; 

And peace the key-note of its ritual ; 

With God Himself, bought by the sacrifice 

Of His own Son ; then peace within ourselTCS, 

Through the same sprinkled conscience-cleansing bloody 

The herald of a world-wide brotheriiood. 

Sequel of peace with God and with ourselves. 

Here may the widow, whose corroding grief 

Has mocked her children's sympaUiy, be soothed. 

And brighten sorrow's tears with smiles of hope. 

Learning that He who caters for the wren ("), 

And counts the beats of the lone sparrow's wing, 

lists the pulsations of an insect's heart. 

Throws in the violet its borrowed hues. 

Freshens with ceaseless care the trampled grass, 

Loves her ; and, tender of the bruised reed. 

Dispenses in the balances of love 

The measured weight of sorrow which she bears. 

The orphan, taught within these walls, resumes 

His filial accents, obsolete of late ; 

Acknowledging a Father in his God: 

" Father;" a sweetly thrilling melody 

To hearts bereaved; but sweeter to the God 

Who hears, than to the heart forlorn who prays. 
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Ohild of the Beformation ! thy rich dower^ 
Thy chief nobility is simple truth. 
This gives a peerless moral chann^ with gold 
Unbought; this dignifies thee far beyond 
Italia s GhnroheSy galleries of art ; 
Beyond the spires of Milan's marble shrine ; 
Or the colossal cupola of Bome("); 
Or Seville's arches ; or the burnished dome 
That glitters like a star o'er Neva's flood (") : 
Exploits of genius o'er the inert mass, 
Mere sensual trophies, unendowed with truth. 
Centre of light ! collect thy light from heaven. 
Then, like the sun, in ever-lengthening rays. 
Scatter it round in hovel and in hall. 
Or as the regal Alp, 'mid Savoy's vales ("), 
Upon its crimsoned snow-wreathed pinnacles 
Detains the waning radiance of the sun. 
And bright amid the deepening shades of eve 
Glows with the latest smile of heaven on earthy 
Pledge visible of orb invisible 
To girding vales beneath, submerged in night; 
And foremost ushers in the glancing dawn 
To Europe, steeped in darkness round its base; 
Do thou maintain afi&nity with Heaven, 
Amidst adjacent darkness luminous. 
Courting the sun of uncreated light 
To reason and to sense impalpable. 
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May Faith, may bright- eyed Hop©> md melting Love, 
Transparent Truth, he fouad itt sweot aoQord 
Enthroned within tbi9 fiaored dTea, 
And prove us intimatQ with heavoD, Majr all 
Our sister Churches^ like the monung atacs. 
Illuminate: the moreJ gloom around. 
Pause, stranger ! conaecrate the plaoe with prayer : 
Breathe thou a heart-felt wiah* that graoe and truth, 
Christ and, HiM €EUcaFiKD be preached with power. 
By true EvangeBets of &ith and love. 
When, in this neir-bom temple, week by iveds:, 
The scajttered flock together bleading, list 
The solemja echoes of the world unseen. 
Spirit of God ! make this memorial pile 
The second birth-place of a .multitude 
Of ransomed soots, the living omameDta 
Of Christ's imp^sl bleod^bought diadem. 
When he is cro^med, amid the acclaim of worlds, . 
Salvation s King* the new creation s head-— 
The creature's representative to God(**); 
God's representative to eartli and heaven; 
To whom be glory, now, and evermore. 
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NOTES TO THE FOREGOING. 



( * )' " Homo 'sum, et nihil humani a me alienum puto." 

(2) " SaKpvSev yeXdaatra" — Homer's Iliads vL 484, 
, (8) The laud on which the Church is built is part of the 
Bulstrode estate, and was given by His Grace the present Duke of 
Somerset. 

( ^ ) The Church was built under the direction of WiUia^i Tite, 
Esq., M.P., F.B.S.» the architect of the Boyal Exchange, London.. 
. (<i) When the plague raged in London, 1668^ £]]wood tlie 
quaker received Milton into his house at Ghalfwt fit. Oile% «h»p 
he finished his *' Paradise Lost** 

The remains of Thomas Gmy, the classieal lyric poet, are 
deposited in the churchyard of Stoke-Pogis, distant about four 
;miles. 

Edmund Widler was ednoatad at Eton, and lived at Beaconsfield, 
distant four miles, where he died in 1687. Part of his estate 
was purchased by the Right Hon. Edmund Burke in 1768, whose 
jemains are inteored in the parish church. ■ 
. WUliam Penn, the founder and legislator of Pennsylvania, 
granted to him in 1681 by Charles II. is also buried near 
Beaconsfield., 

{Q) *<Xngeneral appearance the exterioris undoubtedly Byzantkie 
/'in. character, but the campanile is as decidedly Italian, ftnd the 
f^ whole has probably been suggested by that modi&cation of 
.'f Byzantine found in the neighbourhood of Venice and Padua."-* 
JUUraary QazeiUi Sept, nth, 1859. 

Palladio was the arehitect of San Giorgio Maggiore (1^65), smd 
pome of the other fine domed churches and public buildings of 
Venice and the north of Italy. 

( 7 ) « The church at Gerrard's Cross is a novelty in eoelesiastioal 
" architecture — a first step in the re-action against Gothic, which 
*^ the dogmatism and the exclusiveness of its supporters have 
** provoked. 

" Very different is it in appearance from any other modem 
" English church, perhaps we should say from any other English 
" church, ancient or modem." — Literary Gazette^ Sept. nth, 1859. 
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(8) An olive tree was cultiTated in the Mortd enclosore of the 
temple of Minerva, at Athens. 

( ) The Temple of Peaee at Borne was erected hj VeqMtrian to 
receive the spoils brought by his son Utas from Jerasalem ; it 
adjoins the Coliseum or Flavian Amphitheatre, in which thousands 
of Christians were martyred during the perseentions of the Boman 
Emperors. 

(10) « Yea, providently caters for the spairow."— iSAoJfct. •• A9 
" you like «," Act II. 8c. 3. 

(^) The diameter of the cupola of St. Peter's at Rome is 
195} feet, and its height from the pavement to the base of the 
lantern is 405 feet Nothing can surpass the magnificence of its 
stupendous vault— and no language do justice to its sublime effect 

(U) On approaching St Petersburgh from Cronstadt in the 
summer of 1858, 1 could see, at the distance of sixteen miles, the 
dome of the Izak Church glittering like a golden spot over the 
broad waters of the Neva. 

( IB ) It is an interesting sight to watch the sunset in the valley 
of Chamounix. The sunlight, which, from its refraction, assumes 
the most exquisite '' rose-hues," gradually fiides from each suc- 
cessive Aiguille, until it rests, in a lessening circle, only upon the 
snowy dome of Mont Blanc itself^ affording, among the deceptions 
of distance and positions, a convincing proof of its superior height 
The valley having lost the sun some hours previously, has become 
quite chilled and hazy, while the sunlight is still seen lingering 
on the mountain summit, nearly 16,000 English feet above the 
level of the sea. 

(U) This is contained in the Apostle's words. Col. L 15, where 
he says of Christ, " Who is the image of the invisible Ood," l.«. 
Who is the visible representative of Ood to His creatures : ** the 
** first-bom of every creature," or ** of the whole creation," 
{Macknighi), and consequently its representative to Ood as its 
glorified head and embodiment Partaking the divine and human 
natures, Christ sustains reciprocal offices to both parties. 

See Owen, YoL I. Christologia, chap. v. and a discourse preached 
before the University of Cambridge ( 1852), by the late Bight Bev. 
Bishop Yidal, for a development of the thought 
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The foUowing ^K^itecttrtal Ifotia ^/ 
%mii James's Cj^urtl^ u extmcttd from 

** The Builder,** $rd September, 1859. 



The new Church upon the Common at Gerrard's 
Cross possesses some curchitectural ohar^cteristioB 
which have induced criticism. For the last twenty 
years almost every ecclesiastical structure has ex- 
hihited some variety of Gothic taste. For the most 
part imitation has heen the order of the daj» tmd 
the severest criticism has gone little fuarther tham 
to ask, — Is every thing in such a work warranted 
by precedent ? Ig the ensemble chronologically 
correct ? In the accuracy of the antiquary or th^ 
reproduced discoveries of the modern traveller,, 
public taste has been satisfied, instead of looking 
to the vital principles of architectural progress, 
which are developed from a oon^iideration of the 
Wants we have to meet« the apj)lianGes and meUj6r 
rials most accessible for meeting them, the dictates 
of constructive fitness,, and the appreoisuion of thp 
beautiful considered independently of association, 
education, and antiquarianism. 

Impressed with the conviction that in those 
ages when architecture emjoyed its most vigorous 
life, and wielded its mightiest energies, it worked 
upon these principles, and never fettered itself by 
^a thought of the past, we have viewed with satis- 
faction several rec^it examples of departure from 
the schoolboy track of precedent in favour of tlie 
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considerations just enumerated. A bolder and 
more intelligent use of brick, for example, has been 
adopted lately for church purposes by several 
architects. Instead of mouldings in stone of costly 
carriage, an equivalent has likewise been found in 
brick, varied in colour, form, or mode of laying. 
It is beginning to be understood that light and 
shade, in many positions, are of more value than 
detailed ornamentation, and that even Pointed 
architecture may surrender the protection of pre- 
cedent and the prestige of richness when the 
result shows fitness to circumstances and unity of 
effect. 

Gerrard's Gross Church has been erected as a me- 
morial church. The plan of the church is that of a 
Latin cross, lying duly east and west, with a dome 
rising above the intersection, and a tall tower or 
campanile, abutting upon the north-west extremity. 
The dome is flanked by four salient compartments, 
forming turret-like abutments to it, as it rises 
above the roofs. Internally, the inner angles of 
these turrets are occupied by four cylindrical 
columns, firom which spring as many principal 
arches, carrying the dome, and eight small arches 
sustaining the upper parts of the turrets. In 
point of internal dimension, the church is 100 feet 
from east to west, and in the transept nearly 
60 feet from north to south, the ruling width 
both of nave and transepts being 21 feet 6 inches, 
by a height of 35 feet, to the summit of the roof. 
Taken from the outside, the dome rises to a height 
of 67 feet, independently of its terminating cross 
and accompaniments: the tower, in the same 
manner, rises to a height of 80 feet, being 12 feet 
9 inches square for the principal part of its height. 
The semi-circular arch reigns throughout. Stone 
is employed only where it is almost a structural 
necessity, brick being largely used for plinths, 
cornices, weatherings, and other details. 
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Variety of colour is obtained ronnd the exterior 
by executing in white brick the most prominent 
surfaces of the walls^ and in yellow brick the 
recessed portions, which are further relieved by 
patterns in red. Patterns in red and yellow brick 
are introduced upon the white surfaces in th0 
spandrils or intervals between the window arches ; 
and elsewhere the same system of variegation 19 
applied in brick ftiezes and cornices, as well as in 
other situations demanding an equalization of 
colour. 

The dome, which is octagonal, clears out as it 
rises from the intersection by means of steps at the 
angles, succeeded by a " tambour " of variegated 
brickwork, with stone mouldings. It is covered 
with lead, and surmounted by a gilt cross, and each 
face of the octagon has, rising from its springing, 
a dormer window in masonry. 

The four turrets, which flank and give abutment 
to the dome, are, in their lower portions, treated 
like that part of the building with which they 
range. As they rise above the roof, they afltord a 
dwarf story, on which each face exhibits a small 
triplet window, and this stage is succeeded in each 
case by a lead-capped roof, gathered up into a 
curved outline, and crowned with a moulded apex 
and gilt ball. 

The tower presents on each face two tall arched 
recesses, rising as high as the general ridge line of 
roof, and comprehending four tiers of eyelets, 
which give light to the successive stages within. 

The organ is placed in the south transept. The 
accommodation provided is for 400 persons, nearly 
half the sittings being free, and all upon the 
ground level. The chancel is ascended by four 
steps, and decorated round the walls with an 
arcade of seven bays on the east, and three on 
either side. In detail the work is entirely self- 
coloured, except the great columns under the 
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A&ta^t wbi^h ttte overlaid with red gfnite iMtgliola^ 
tad the Bhaftd of the «h«iio0l areade, which imitate 
jgtej granite. The roof ie of the open timbcor 
Gonstraoiion. 

The distitiot iibjeat of the obnfch, and the 
leading particmlars of its foundation, wiU be fonnd 
in the following transeript firom an insoription on 
a slab plaeed in one of the compatrtmente of the 
north transept. It is ae follows :^^ 



TO THS eiOBT ov eoD 
AKD IV UMHBRTt 01 

QEOBOE ALEXANDER BEIO, Esq. MJL 

liSM^BB 01 lAliLUIflHT 16B ITUIBSOB^ 

MAJQB-OBVBBAl IV IBM AfOiYi 

AID OOimiBS 01 HBB XUBtTT's II. LIIB dVABOS, 

THIS OHUBOB IS BBBOTBO BT 

ANNA MABIA abd LOUISA BEID^ 
Ati A^Abmrna Aits nduBviBO sisTVBSy 

inlrDBB TkB BIB^OtlOlt 01 

WTLLUM TITE, Esq. H.P. P.IL8. 

THB TALtBD iBIBtD oM 

THiEUt LAJBBBTBD BBOTHBBi 

tiOVtoBORATBl) Atdobt 80, A.D. KDOOOLlZ. 
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S>l^t Jf0ttnittra ai i)^t Itjefo C|^4« 



^^t BmxmntixnQ Inl^aKtatits, 
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TO 

MISS ANNA MARIA and MISS LOUISA REID. 



** Esteemed Ladies, 

" Permit us to offer you our sincere 
congratulations on the accompliidiment of your 
truly noble and arduous undertaking, the erection 
of St James's Church at Gerrard's Gross. 

" We desire feelingly to express our gratitude 
for the spiritual advantages which you have placed 
within our reach ; our children as yet know not 
their obligations, but on their behalf as well as our 
own, we owe you a deeper debt of gratitude than 
we can at first duly appreciate : you have conferred 
upon us a lasting, a public, an ennobling benefit. 

** We need not remind you of the connection of 
the Gospel of Christ with our temporal and eternal 
happiness. Beligion affords the best guarantee for 
our welfare even in this world, for * godliness has 
^ the promise of the life that now is,' but oh ! how 
unspeakably more important is its connection with 
the happiness of our immortal souls. May you 
rejoice in your noble work ! May it prove a 
source of unmixed satisfaction and of soothing 
reflection ! May the pure doctrines of the Eefor* 
mation, faith in the death and merits of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only ground of our acceptance 
with God, and of sanctifioation by the Holy Spirit 
as the evidence of faith, ever resound within its 
walls! May the blessing of God rest upon the 
work, upon the newly-appointed minister, and the 
newly^gathered congregations ! 
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** It is not for ns to speak of the handsome 
addition with which you ];iAve enriched onr Common^ 
we would regard your work in its highest and 
spiritaal point of vi^w^ You will ha^e the pleasuiQ 
of Imowing that this 1)eantifiil stmcture wiU be a 
real boon to many who, from the distances of the 
surrounding parish churefaM, have unwillingly been 
irregular attendants on the ordinances of grace. 
May a marked general improvement take place in 
this respect. May drunkenness, Sabbath-breaking, 
and pro&uiity deessase; and sobriety, honesty, 
dmnty^ and good feeling abound mora and more. 

^ We beg pecnussktt to «ympathi8e im ti» 
sorrow whieh has been mingled with yonir' labour 
of lorre. The sMUory of yonr nqiBoted and 
lamented brother has not fMleA- fixnn opr mind* 
coupled ae it is with your previous ikutdntt88e8.wbea 
at Bidstvode, whkb, however, j(m hBme now so 
nobly, 490 «&ctiT»ly eol^a^d*. 

^ In eondusioB, a^ept ^omr good wishes for 
yovrscbnes pecsonaUy. May the . good hand of one 
Q)od be upon yon. May you feoibh haffe * an 

* 'abundant entoinoe ministered unto you into the 
' everiastrng ^igdom of our Lofdiand SavioAir 

* Jesus tOhfliit,' 4£raugb His death and merits, and 
joitt etemaliy in His piiaise^ with many redeemed 
souls the trophies of yoor pious <work^ '' yovtrjoy 

* and crown of rejoicing.' 

" Wo beg ^KMi, esteemed Ladies, to aecepC ibi» 
brief expression of onr feelings towards you,iaad 
widi muoh gratilmdo and good-wiil, we renain. 



SoniMsd. 
Charlotte Jane filonnt 
Willkm Bloimt. 
Edwaid ^WMiklyn. 
^^Olliftm Plmner O«0ke)l] 
Elizabeth Ann Bouse. 



HenijiivghWay. 
John Hnfl^ ^Nay, 
ISarah Cannon. 
James Bir^ M.D. 
M. A. Oanmlett. 
B.Ved. 



W^ Maedonald. 

EliMbethBdd. 
Heniy Finer. 
' James liSngstoae. 
Thomas fiimgstoae. 
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WiUifKU LftagMom. 
Charlotte S«ytiioiff« 
+ /MMS BtuoML 
Eliza Healy Sing. 
Abraham Ooatoi« 
Ghariotte Ooirtsi. 
George and Kaltf MiUa. 
John DoWtL, 
William Down. 
Esther Down. 
Mary Ann Q9ph6va. 
Ann Pi&er. 
Thomas Skeatei. 
Henry Olaik. 
JaneCladL. 
'Vniliam Hatoli« 
Mary Thomw. 
John N. mbbert. 
Jane A. Hibbert* 
W. E.Fitzmaiiri6e» 
Francis Edwardi. 
Emily Edwarda. 
W. Pennington^ 
Mary E* Pennington* 
Mary Anne Sinldns. 
George Healy. 
A. S. Healy. 
John H. Witham. 
Eliza Witham. 
W. H. Bodd. 
Mary Badd. 
Sarah A. Manfaant. 
James A. Alien. 
Charlotte Allen. 
+ Elizabeth YeoweU* 
Boberi Wallington. 
James and Jane Wood. 



Thomas IHyurkelL 
Thomas Ba^eny. 
Mary Bcfany. 
fiobert Matthews. 
Sarah MattbawB^ 
+ Joseph Bodd(f. 
BosinaBoddyv 
Charles Andi>ew& 
Susan Ozaeker. 
Maria Beyncdda. 
Jane Alkn. 
Mary Allen. 
H. Baldwin. 
S. Sqniie* 
John Mead. 
Bice B. Clayton. 
Emily Clayton^ 
John and Catherine Kaye. 
Eleanor Fratiklin Kay«. 
Thomas Wri^ 
Ann Wright. 
Sophia Wright 
T. W. Thomes. 
M. E. Jones. 
Susan Jones* 
Sarah Cowden. 
Mary Ann Ipsom 
Hannah Stetens. 
+ James Stetens* 
Daniel Weatherley. 
Emily Canad. 
+ Jane Saunders. 
Laura Dancer* 
Sarah Chapman. 
Elizabeth Waites. 
Bichard Scott 
Sophia Hoppett 



Eliza WeledhalL 

Chariotte StoakwelL 

+ Biobaid Winter* 

Sarah Moore. 

Henry Lacey« 

James HamdB« 

EmmaHames* 

Ann Newman. 

J. and M. J. TiUmiy. 

Mary Seymour. 

John Mollett 

Catherine M* Mikel. 

C. Seaborne. 

Sarah Axford. 

Kate Mollett. 

Mary Ann Cope. 

D.PhilUps. 

J. T. Birch. 

George Collins. 

Mary Ann White« 

Lydia Lake. 

J. M. Teesdale. 

Maria Teesdale. 

Josiah Cato. 

G. Moore. 

F. Cartwzight 

James C* and Kate Nelson^ 

Charles and Sarah Hilton. 

William Hook. 

Ann Hook. 

Nancy Pusey. 

+ George WoodmiK 

Elizabeth Woodruff. 

Jos^h Boadnight 

Sarah Boadnight 

+ John Gilder. 

+ Emma Gilder. 
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Mary Ann Leonard. 
Amy BlaoUudl. 
James Hedgeoook. 
John Newman. 
Henry Cock. 
Elizabeth Cock. 
Elizabeth SherrelL 
W. ShenrelL 
AnnParken 
'V\511iam Parker. 
+ Elizabeth Chambers. 
Thomas Chambers. 
W. Langstone. 
Mrs. W. Langstone. 
Biohard Chipps. 
Mary Chipps. 
Elizabeth Philps. 
Joshna Syrad. 
Ann Syrad. 
Thomas Cook. 
Caroline Cock. 
Esther Stowood. 
John Stowood. 
Sophia Langstone. 
+ Bebecca liaoey. 
+ Richard Bowe. 
+ Mary Walding. 
' + James Coker. 
Jessie Le Quesne. 
Fanny Keen. 
Phoebe Howe. 
William Howe. 
+ Joseph Hatchings. 
+ Ann Hatchings. 
Thomas Harwood. 
+ John Hoggins. 
+ Sophia Hoggins. 



+ John] 
+ John Porter. 
Elizabeth Porter. 
Ann Cock. 
Charles Lee. 
'Vniliam Stone. 
Mary Stone. 
William Yoong. 
Hannah Taoker. 
Ann Hopkins. 
Mary Ann Dancer. 
James Winter. 
Ann Winter. 
Mary Walding. 
Eliza Price. 
Harriet Yoong. 
Ephndm George. 
Maria Oeorge. 
John Wood. 
Mark Carter. 
Snsan Carter. 
Edward Hedgecoek. 
Elizabeth Mead. 
Elizabeth Grove. 
Thomas Groye. 
Annie Summers. 
Sophia Alsford. 
Eliza Alsford. 
Alfred Dancer. 
Mary A. Danc^. 
Joseph Eldridge. 
James Langstone. 
Mary Ann Langstone. 
William Pozey. 
+ Mary Walker. 
John Walker. 
+ Ann Bowe. 



+ G6(NEge Grores, 
Samuel Seaborne. 
+ Charles Warwick. 
Joseph HazeU. 
James Halsey. 
Mary Halsey. 
Ellen BorDham. 
Thomas Bnmham. 
+ Bfark Dancer. 
Charles Winter. 
Mary Winter. 
+ William Al^rd. 
+ yOlttamPiner. 
Charles Winkfidd. 
Eliza Winkfield. 
+ B. Bowe. 
W. Grimsdale. 
Bfaria Grimsdale. 
William Brazier. 
Mary Brazier. 
Mary Shilling. 
William Fold. 
Mary Ann Joy. 
Catherine Heame. 
Louisa ShackelL 
Henry Hunt 
Bebecca Hunt 
William StockweU. 
Elizabeth Jordan. 
William Jordan. 
E.Haxhell. 
Jane Pusey. 
William Pnsey. 
H.Buckland. 
Ann Hammond. 
WUliam Hutchiags. 
Sarah Hatchings. 
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John Salter. 
Sarah Salter. 
EUen Donstone* 
TOlliam Worley. 
Martha Worley. 
Charles Parker. 
Behecca Parker. 
Moses George. 
Kitty George. 
+ Eliza Piner. 
Amelia Dancer. 
Daniel Boler. 
Lonisa Boler. 
Ann Nash. 
John Nash. 
John Fassnidge. 
A. Fassnidge. 
+ Frederick Dancer. 
Elizabeth Unwin. 
William Unwin. 
Hannah NewelL 
Mary Ann Green, 
Job Green. 



Elizabeth Mary Healy. 
Henry Healy. 
Mary Ann Matthews. 
+ Henry PoUicutt. 
Harriet Frewing. 
John Hopping. 
Jane Hopping. 
Jane Clayton. 
James Carter. 
Sarah Carter. 
Ellen Bowler. 
Sally Hopkinson. 
Catherine Hopkinson. 
Sarah Stockwell. 
+ James Stockwell. 
Edward Connor. 
+ Maratta Orpwood. 
Ellen Haggar. 
Martha Jones. 
Emma Parker. 
+ Sarah Clayton. 
James Bagley. 
+ Joseph Keen. 



+ Ann Newall. 

+ Charlotte Gutteridge. 

Daniel Gutteridge. 

Edward Ball. 

+ Ann Ball. 

James Newall. 

+ Elizabeth Darrill. 

Ann Langstone. 

+ George Colsel. 

William Pickett. 

+ Richard Pusey. 

+ John Siney. 

John Clarke. 

Sarah Clarke. 

Eliza Ann Chipps. 

Richard Chipps. 

Ellen Chipps. 

Sarah Greene. 

Richard Powell. 

Marian Herriott. 

Ann Sworder. 

+ MarySimcock. 

+ Jane Hazell. 



Presented on behalf of the above by the Rey. W. J. Bbamlbt-Moore, 
September 80th, 1859. 



THE END. 



WKSTMINSTBB : 
PBINTID BY THOMAS BBBTTELL, BUPBBT 8TBBET, HATMABKBT. 
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